
St ruc tu res  tha t  a re  v i s ib le  above  a
h j -gh  ocean- fac ing  dune  I i ne  a re  v i sua l l y  i ncongruen t ,  as  a re
poor l y  ma in ta ined  s t ruc tu res  whereve r  t hey  occu r .  w i th in
t h e  c o m m u n i t  j - e s ,  g r e a t  d  j - f  f e r e n c e s  i n  a r c h i t e c t u r a l  s t y l e  o r
the  cond i t i on  o f  res idences  may  resu l t  i n  v i sua l
i ncompa  r - i b i  l i t y  o r  deg rada t i on  l oca l l y .

Dunps  and  t rash  depos i t s  beh ind  the
dunes  and  on  the  beach  a re  s ign i f i can t  sou rces  o f  v i sua l
deg rada t i on .  Mos t  o f  t he  ma te r ia l  i n  t he  i n te rdunaL  a rea
has  been  in ten t i ona l l y  d i sca rded  by  commun i t y  res iden ts ,  bu t
a  subs tan t i a l  amoun t  o f  t r ash ,  o f ten  o r i g ina t i ng  as  fa r  away
as  New Eng land ,  i s  washed  up  on  the  beach .

The  t rash  tha t  l i t t e rs  the  bav -bo t tom
and  bays ide  beaches  i s  more  l i ke l y  t o  o r i g ina te  w i th in  the
Lonq  I s land  reg ion .  I n  v iew  o f  t he  l a rqe  vo lume o f  cu l - t u ra l
deb r i s  a l ready  i n  t he  es tua r ies  and  ocean ,  t rash  remova l  i s
ce r ta in  to  be  a  ma jo r  managemen t  p rob lem fo r  an  i nde f i n i t e
t i m e .

commun i t i es ,  and  the  rema in j , nq  res idences  i n  the
manaqemen t  un i  t .

h igh dune

D.  qUf , lu rq l  Resources

Briet  Hlstgry ef  FirC Is land AreA

European contact wi th the lands now
compr i s ing  F i re  I s l ana l  Na t i ona l  seashore  may  have  begun  as
ear l y  as  1524 ,  when  G iovann i  de  Ver razano  may  have  passe - l
a long  the  coas t  a f te r  l eav ing  New yo rk  Harbo r .  Du tch  and
Br i t i sh  se t t l emen t  o f  Long  I s land  occu r red  du r ing  the  l g th
ce r r tu ry ,  ana l  t he  eas te rn  pa r t  o f  t he  F i re  I s l and  ba r r i e r
beach  was  pu rchased  f rom the  l oca l  A lgonqu in  Ind ians  by
C o l o n e l  w i l l i a m  S m i t h  i n  M a y  1 6 9 1 .  T h i s  s e c t i o n
subseguen t l y  became pa r t  o f  t he  Manor  o f  S t .  ceo rge .  An
rn le t  i n  t he  genera l  v i c i n i t y  o f  t he  p resen t  F i re  I s l and
In le t  was  c rea ted  by  a  s to rn  i n  1689  and  subsequen t l y
w i d e n e d  i n  1 5 9 0  a n d  1 6 9 1 ,  b u t  t h e  n a m e  F i r e  I s l a n d  I n l e t  w a s
n o t  r e c o r d e d  u n t i l  1 7 8 1 .

There are conf l ict inq vierrs as to the
o r i g i n  o f  t h e  n a m e  F i r e  I s l a n d . Acco rd ing  to  one
hypo thes i s ,  t he  name 1s a  co r rup r ion  o f  t he  F i ve  I s lands
pa ten ted  by  t J i l l i am N icho l l s  i n  1688  i n  wha t  i s  now the
wes te rn  end  o f  F i re  I s l and .  Under  ano the r  hypo thes i s ,  t he
n a m e  o r i q i n a t e s  t r o m  t h e  f i r e s  r e p o r t e d l y  s e r  b y  p i r a t e s  t o
lu re  vesse ls  to  sho re .  Regard less  o f  whe the r  e i t he r
hypo thes i s  i s  t rue ,  t he  nane  F i re  I s l and  has  l ong  been
app l i ed  to  the  wes te rn  pa r t  o f  F i re  I s l and ,  as  now iough ly
de f i ned  by  the  commun i t i es  gove rned  by  the  town  o f  I s I j . p .
The  more  eas te r l y  pa r t  o f  t he  ba . r r i e r  i s l and  was  known  as
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Great South Beach unt i l  about 1920'  when common usage
ex tended  the  F i re  I s l and  name to  the  res t  o f  t he  i s l and .

As  l a te  as  1773 ,  t he  i s l -and  v tas  repo r ted l y
a  sandy  beach ,  w i th  on l y  a  few  pa tches  o f  coa rse  g rass ,  and
v i s i t ed  on l y  occas iona l l y  by  f i she rmen ,  wha le rs ,  and
sh ipwrecked  sa  i  I o rs .

F i re  I s l and r  s  h i s to ry  i s  i n te rwoven  w j - th
tha t  o f  Grea t  Sou th  Bay  and  the  o f f sho re  ocean  wa te rs .  F rom
t h e  e a r l i e s t '  d a y s  o f  I n d i a n  o c c u p a t i o n ,  a n d  d u r i n g  t h e  3 0 0
years  s ince  the  f i r s t  Caucas ian  se t  f oo t  on  the  i s l and ,
manrs  I i f e  and  l i ve l i hood  the re  have  depended  upon  the  sea .
Pounded  by  f requen t  and  v io len t  s to rms ,  t he  ou te r  sands  and
shores  a re  s t rewn  w j . t h  t he  wreckage  o f  l ong -  f o rgo t ten
vesse l - s .  Du r ing  the  l a t t e r  ha l f  o f  t he  19 th  cen tu ry ,
l i f esav ing  s ta t i - ons  p ro tec ted  the  55 -m i Ie  sweep  o f  beach
f rom F i re  I s Iand  In le t  t o  sou thampton ,  p rov id ing  re l i e f  hu ts
stocked with food and r^rater that saved the l ives of
coun t l ess  sh ipwrecked  sa i l o rs  and  passengers .  These
s ta t i ons  were  abandoned  by  the  m id -20 th  cen tu ry '  and  on l y
one- -a  modern  Coas t  Guard  s ta t i on  nea r  the  Rober t  Moses
Causeway- -ex i s t s  t oday .

Th ree  impor tan t  i ndus t r i es  deve loped  as  a
resu l t  o f  t he  r i ch  ocean  and  bay  resou rc€s  a long  F i re
I s Iand .  wha l i ng  was  the  f i r s t  i ndus t r y .  The  f i r s t  Amer i can
wha le rs  were  the  ea r l y  se t t l e rs  who  lea rned  the  t rade  f rom
the  Ind ians  and  hun ted  wha les  i n  sma l l  boa ts  o f f  t he  sou th
c o a s t  o f  L o n g  I s l a n d  i n  t h e  1 6 0 0 s .  A s  e a r l y  a s  t h e  1 6 5 0 s ,
one  sho re  wha fe r  named  I saac  s t ra t fo rd  had  a  wha l i ng  s ta t i on
on  F i re  I s l and  and  a  commerc ia l  ope ra t i on  fo r  render ing
wha le  o i l ,  wh ich  was  sh ipped  to  New York .  Shore  wha l i ng  was
ca r r i ed  on  f rom the  m idd le  o f  t he  1600s  we l l  i n to  the
fo l l ow ing  cen tu ry .

The  sou th  s ide  o f  Grea t  sou th  Bay  was
renowned for i ts hiqhly product ive commercial  oyster beds,
wh ich  were  ha rves ted  so  i n tens i ve l y  i n  t he  l a te  ' l  700s  and
ear l y  1800s  tha t  oys te rs  had  to  be  p lan ted  and  cu l t i va ted
be fo re  the  C iv i l -  wa r  t o  p reven t  l oss  o f  a  va luab le  i ndus t r y -

Fe r t j " I i ze r ,  p roduced  la rge l y  f rom menhaden
( a  f i s h ) ,  b e c a m e  a  m a j o r  r e g i o n a l  i n d u s t r y  i n  t h e  1 9 t h
c e n t u r y .  F I e e t s  o f  o c e a n g o i n o  c r a f t  d r a p e d  t h e i r  n e t s
o f f sho re  and  re tu rned  to  F i re  I s l and  Iaden  w i th  f i sh -  A
p rocess ing  p lan t  was  es tab l i shed  on  a  s j . t e  j us t  no r theas t  o f
the l ighthou se .

F i re  I s l and r  s  h i s to ry  was  a l so  l i nked  w i th
the  s lave  t rade .  I n  t he  ea r l y  19 th  cen tu ry '  a  l a rge
s tockade  w i th  a  huge  f  J . rep lace  was  es tab l i shed  on  the  i s l and
fo r  shack led  s laves  who  were  l anded  the re  p r l o r  t o  sh ipmen t
i n l d n d -
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Modern developnent of  Fire Is land began in
the 19th centuly f rom the l ighthouse si te eastward. In
1855 ,  Dav id  s . s .  Sammis  o f  Baby lon  cons t ruc ted  the  famous
Surf  Hotel  on a 120-acre tract  immediately east of  the
l i gh thouse .  Th i s  l a rge  th ree -s to ry  f rame bu i l d ing  was  one
o f  t he  ea r l i es t  summer  beach  reso r t s  on  the  A t l an t i c  coas t
and  had  accommoda t ions  fo r  abou t  1  ,  000  gues ts .  I n  i t s
heyday ,  t he  Sur f  Ho te l  was  one  o f  Long  I s land r  s  mos t  popu la r
reso r t s ,  w i th  s team- fe r r y  se rv i ce  to  Baby lon  and  ho rse -d rawn
car r i ages  to  t ranspor t  v i s i t o rs  f rom a  ma in land  whar f  t o  t he
ra i l r oad  s ta t i on .  A  sho r t  a l i s tance  f rom the  ho te l  ,  t i es te rn
Un ion  cons t ruc ted  i n  1868  an  e  i gh t -  s to ry -  h igh  mar ine
obse rva to ry  and  te leg raph  s ta t i on ,  wh ich  ope ra ted  un t i l
1920 .  I n  1892 ,  du r ing  a  reg iona l  ep idemic  o f  cho le ra ,  t he
o la l  ho te l  was  pu rchased  by  New York  S ta te  fo r  a  qua ran t i ne
s ta t i on .  I t  was  l eased  fo r  reso r t  use  the  fo l l ow ing  yea r ,
bu t  subsequen t  commerc ia l  use  was  no t  success fu l ,  and  i n
1908  the  l and  was  au tho r i zed  as  a  pub l i c  pa rk .  The  ho te l
s t r u c t u r e  w a s  d e s t r o y e d  b y  f i r e  i n  1 9 1 8 .  I n  1 9 2 4  ,
admin i s t ra t i on  o f  t he  t rac t  was  taken  ove r  by  the  Long
Is land  S ta te  Pa rk  Conmiss ion  as  i t s  f i r s !  un i t ,  and  i t  i s
now the  eas te rn  un i t  o f  Fober t  Moses  S ta te  Pa rk .

E a s t  o f  t h e  s t a t e  p a r k ,  t h e  o l d e s t
commun i t y  i s  Po in t  Orwoods ,  f ounded  in  ' l  854  by  the  Long
Is land  Cha tauqua  Assoc ia t i on  on  a  ' l  75 -ac re  bay - to -ocean
t rac t .  A  mee t ing  house  to  accommoda te  1 ,500  peop le  was
bu i l t ,  bu t  i t  was  subsequen t l y  demo l i shed  i n  1898  when  the
p roper t y  was  acgu i red  by  Po in t  o .woods  Assoc j -a t i on ,  wh ich
used  the  l umber  fo r  boa rdwa lks .  I n  1895 ,  t he  h lomenr  s
ch r i s t i an  Temperance  Un ion  bu i l t  an  ocean  house  fo r  gues ts ,
b u t  b y  1 9 1 0  t h e  s t r u c t u r e  h a d  g r e a t l y  d e t e r i o r a t e d .  A
por t i on  o f  t he  s t ruc tu re  was  rebu i l t  and  i s  now pa r t  o f  t he
d in ing  room o f  t he  Po in t  Orwoods  Inn ,  wh i " ch  i s  p resen t l y
th rea tened  by  a  rap id l y  e rod ing  beach .

Sa l ta i re  became the  l - s l and r  s  f i r s t
i nco rpo ra ted  v i l l age  i n  1917 ,  f o l l owed  by  Ocean  Eeach  i n
1921 .  Se t t l emen t  o f  t hese  and  seve ra l  o the r  commun i t res
da tes  l a rge l y  f rom the  f i r s t  and  second  decades  o f  t he  20 th
cen tu ry .

2 .  l f s l o r rS  _91 !9s  o !  Documen ted  S ign i f i cance

A cu l - t u ra l  resou rces  su rvey  o f  F i re  I s l and
Na t iona l  Seashore  was  done  as  pa r t  o f  t he  1915  resou rces
j -nven to ry  fo r  t he  na t i ona l  seashore  and  the  w i l l i am F loyd
Es ta te .  Subsequen t l y ,  a rchaeo log i ca l  su rveys  were  conduc ted
a t  t h e  9 0 - a c r e  F i r e  f s l a n d  L i g h t h o u s e  t r a c t  a n d  a t  t h e
! ,1 i  11 i  am F loyd  Es ta te .
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a. ElEe Is lang Liqhthouse

The Fire Is land Lighthouse tract
compr i ses  115  ac res  o f  f ede ra l  1and ,  o f  wh ich  abou t  15
percen t  has  been  c lass i f i ed  as  a  h i s to r j . c  and  cu l tu ra l  a rea .
r t  con ta ins  the  167 - foo t - ta l l  b r i ck  l i gh thouse  bu i l t  i n
1858 ,  as  we l l  as  the  l i gh thouse  keeper r  s  qua r te rs  a t  t he
base  o f  t he  s t ruc tu re .  The  base  o f  an  ea r l i e r  l i gh thouse ,
bu i l t  a round  1826 ,  can  s t i l l  be  seen  a  few  hundred  fee t  f rom
the  p resen t  one .  Th j . s  l and  was  f i r s t  acqu i red  i n  1825  fo r
use  as  a  I i gh thouse  s i t e  because  o f  t he  g rea t  f requency  o f
s h i p w r e c k s  n e a r  t h e  s h o r e s  o f  F i r e  I s l a n d :  a t  t h a t  t i m e  t h e
s i te  h 'as  the  wes te r l y  t i p  o f  t he  i s l and .  I n  January  197q ,
the  beacon  l i gh t  was  re loca ted  to  a  202 - foo t  wa te r  t ower
s j , t ua ted  abou t  2 -  1 /2  m i l es  wes t  o f  t he  l i gh thouse '
cons ide rab l y  cJ .ose r  t o  the  i s l and r  s  t i p ,  wh ich  i s  now 5
mi les  wes t  o f  t he  l i gh thouse .

The  l i gh thouse  i . s  e l i g ib le  fo r
i nc lus ion  on  the  Na t iona l  Reg is te r  o f  H i s to r i c  P l -aces .
There  a re  no  o the r  known  s t ruc tu res  o r  s i t es  on  F i re
I s l a n d r s  f e d e r a l  l a n d s  t h a t  a r e  l i s t e d  i n  t h e  F e b r u a r y  1 ,
1971  ,  Na t i ona l  Feg is te r  o f  H i s to r i c  P laces  o r  mee t  t he
c r i t e r i a  o f  t h e  N a t i o n a l  R e g i s t e r .

b .  W i l l i am F lovd  Es ta te

; ; " ; ; ;  
" " ; " - .= ; . ; . - . ,  

cene ra r  w i r r i am
F loyC,  one  o f  t he  s igne rs  o f  t he  Dec la ra t i on  o f
Independence ,  i s  t he  p r ime  h j - s to r i c  and  a rchaeo loq i ca l
resou rce  under  the  j u r i sd j , c t i on  o f  t he  na t i ona l  seashore
(see  the  accompany ing  pho tog raph)  -  I t  j - s  s i t ua ted  abou t  3
m i les  no r theas t  o f  Long  I s land rs  Smi th  Po in t  i n  t he  town  o f
Mas t i c .  Th i s  t rac t  o f  f a rm land  i s  t he  remnan t  o f  an  18 th -
cen r - ,u ry  es ta te  tha t  compr i sed  seve ra l  t housand  ac res  o f
l a n d ,  A b o u t  5 8  p e r c e n t  o f  t h e  5 1 2 - a c r e  t r a c t  i s  c l a s s i f i e d
a s  a  h r s t o r i c  a n d  c u f t u r a l  a r e a .

The  p rope r t y  con ta ins  a  20 - room,  t s ro -
s to ry  wh i te  f  r a rne  house ,  o r i g ina l l y  bu i l t  a round  1729 ,  bu t
con ta in inq  19 th -  and  2Oth -cen tu ry  po r t i ons .  I t  has  been  j -n

- \ r r c  n q o  f w  t . h F  q a m e  t a m i l w  f o r  m o r e  t h a n  2  c e n t u r i e s .u J  r  I  r r ' '

Bes ides  the  house ,  r , t h i ch  i s  comp le teLy
fu rn i shed ,  t he re  a re  ten  ou tbu i l d ings ,  a  p r i va te  cemete ry
w i th  a  bu r i -a1  sec t j -on  fo r  s l -aves ,  h i s to r i c  roads ,  ga rdens ,
t r a i l s ,  h e 3 g e s ,  f  j - e l d s ,  a n d  o t h e r  m i n o r  s i t e s  o f  h i s t o r i c a l
s ign i f i cance .  o f  g rea t  impor tance  i s  t he  co l l ec t i on  o f  t he
o r iq rna l  papers  o f  t he  F loyd  fan iLy ,  a l ready  owned  by  the
N a t i o n a l  P a r k  S e r v r - c e .

The  p rope r t y  was  dona ted  to  the
N a t i o n a l  P a r k  S e r v i c €  b y  t h e  F l o y d  f a m i l y  i n  1 9 5 5  w i t h  M r s -
J o h n  T .  N i c h o l s - - a  d i r e c t  d e s c e n d a n t  o f  t h e  s i g n e r - -
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Resou rces  o f  t he  F i re  l s l and  L iqh thoL rse  t r ac t .

V l e w  o f  F i r e  l s l a n d  L  g h t h o u s e  i r a c l  f r o m  t h e
west showing the histonc l ighthouse and
l ighthouse keeper 's quarters.  Bul ld ing in r rght

center  is  lJ  S.  Coasl  Guard Annex which was
p d r ' l a r l v  q u l r e d  b v  t i e  .  1 9 1 2  '  r d  o  o w e  (

a i  r e a r .  E u r l d i n g s  t o  l e l t  o t  L i g h t h o u s e  a r e  u s e d
for  srorage and as garage space ior  K smei
Fire Department.  Eastern uni t  oI  Fober i
M o s e s  S t a t e  P a r k  a n d  t h e  w e s t o r n
c o m m u n i t i e s  a r e  i n  b a c k q r o u n d .  ( N P S

photoqraph, Ma.ch 1965)

Freshwater pond in northwest  corner ot  th€
Lighthouse t ract  is  one of  Fi r€ ls land's raresl

envrronments and provides valuable habi la i
lor  water b i rds and aquatrc l i fe (Photograph

taken Sept€mber 19741

The "ski r red" p ine in the lower rLght  cP.ter
of  rhe photograph rs a unrque nalural  iearure

of  the western par- t  of  lhe Lighthouse l r i lc t

The "ski r t "  of  ih is o ld p i tch p,ne is  scarcelY
more than a fool  h igh,  whi le the centra l  bo!e
of  the i ree stands about e lght  feel  ta l .  The

tree is  surrounded by a zone of  near y bare

s 3 n d ,  t h e  o r i g i n  o f  w h i c h  i n  u n k n o w n  T h e

unusual  growth form is thought to be rn par i

due ro rh€ ef fects ot  sal l  spr iy .  (Photoqraph

raken in September 1974)
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r:ltt i
V  e w  o f  l h e  W i  a m  F l o y d  E s t a l e  M a n o ,  H o u s e  r n d . p p u r t e n r n l  b u  l d i n g s  r o o k , n g  s o u r h e a s l  r o w a r d  M o r t c h e s

8 . v  H o m e  C r e e k  s , f  b a c k q r o u n d .  ( P h o t o a r r p h  ! r k e n  n  g e p r e m b e r  l 9 / 4 )
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re ta in ing  a  25 -yea r  l ease  ag reemen t -  on  oc tobe r  1 ,  1976 .
Mrs .  n i cno ts  gave  up  he r  l ease  on  the  ma in  h i s to r i ca l
sec t i on  o f  t he  es ta te ,  t he  33 .8  ac res  on  wh ich  the  manor
house  i s  l oca ted .  Pa rk  Se rv i ce  pe rsonne l  noh r  l i ve  i n
t ra i l e rs  nea r  t he  house .  Ma in tenance  o f  t he  cemete ry ,
occas iona l  pa t ro l s ,  and  some env i ronmen ta l  educa t i on
ac t i v i t i es  p resen t l y  a re  the  on l y  Pa rk  se rv i ce  seashore
managemen t  

-  
e f fo r t s .  The  res idence  needs  rehab j -  l L  t a t  i on  '  a

ma in ienance  p rog ram,  and  p ro tec t i on  o f  t he  house  fu rn i sh ings
f rom f i r e  haza rd  and  the f t -

A  h i s to r i c  resou rce  s tudy '  comp le ted
in  June  1g7 t ! ,  i s  adequa te  fo r  f o rmu la t i ng  the  h i s to ry
sec t i on  o f  a  h j . s to r i c  s t ruc tu re  repo r t .  H i s to r j - c  Amer l - can
Bu i l c l i ngs  Survey  d raw ings  and  the  a rch j - t ec tu ra l  sec t i on  o f
the  h i s to r i c  s t ruc tu re  repo r t  have  been  comp le ted .

The Floyd Estate has been on the

Na t iona l  Reg is te r  s ince  Apr i l  ' 1971 .

3. glhcr E] 's lor ig Resourceg

Because  o f  t he  f requen t  remo ld ing  o f  t he
F i re  I s land  l andscape  by  w ind  and  wave ,  and  o the r  adve rse
fac to rs  i n  t he  env i ronmen t  such  as  sa l t  sp ray ,  t he re  a re  few
in tac t  s t ruc tu res  rno re  than  50  yea rs  o ld  on  F i re  I s Iand  and
ad- iacen t  i s l ands  i n  t he  bays .  A  few  homes  in  Po in t  o ' i ^ Joods
and  e l sewhere  may  da te  f rom the  ea r l y  2? th  cenLury ,  bu t  no

d a t a  o n  t h e s e  s t r u c t u r e s  a r e  p r e s e n t l y  a v a i l a b l e '  N o n e  o t
these  homes  i s  p resen t l y  owned  by  the  fede ra l  gove rnmen t '

None  o f  t he  l i f esav ing  s ta t i on  comp lexes  es tab l i shed  on  F i re
I s land  du r ing  the  19 th  and  ea r l - y  20 th  cen tu r i es  i s  ex tan t ,
a t though  po r i i ons  o f  t he  o ld  docks  rema in  a t  Fo rge  Po j -n t  and

wha lehouse  Po in t  (bo th  on  the  bays ide  o f  t he  i s l and ) ,  and
some o f  t he  bu i l d ings  have  been  conve r ted  to  o the r  uses '

A t  l eas t  two  s t ruc tu res  i n  t he  commun i t i es
a re  o f  h i s to r i ca l  i n te res t -  The  d in j -ng  room in  the  Po ln t
o rwoods  Inn  i nco rpo ra tes  pa r t  o f  t he  ocean  house  bu i l - t  i n
1895  by  the  Womenr  s  Chr i s t i an  Temperance  Un ion .  A l though
or iq ina l l y  bu i l t  some d i s tance  f rom the  dunes ,  t he  i nn  i s
preient ly-  threatened by the progressive erosion of  the dune
i i . t e .  i ne  second  s t ruc tu re ,  t he  commun i t y  cen te r  i n  F i re
I s land  P ines ,  i s  a  ' l 9 th -cen tu ry  bu i l d ing  tha t  was  once  pa r t

o f  t he  coas t  Guard  s ta t i on  known  as  Lone  H i f l .

other known histor ic resources in the
na t i ona l  seashore  cons i s t  o f  s i t es  o f  f o rmer  s t ruc tu res  on
Iand  and  the  s i t es  o f  sh iE l recks  a t  sea .  A  1965  mas te r  p lan

f o r  t h e  s e a s h o r e  i d e n t i f i e d  t h e  l o c a t i o n s  o f  s i x  f o r m e r
I i f e s a v i n g  s t a t i o n s  a n d  1 2  s h i p w r e c k s .  ( T h e  a d d i t i o n  o f  t h e
l i gh thouse  t rac t  wou ld  add  the  l oca t i on  o f  a  seven th
l i i esav ing  s ta t i on .  )  However ,  acco rd ing  to  ava i l ab le
in fo rma t ion ,  more  than  60  vesse ls  have  been  beached  o r  sunk
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on the shore, shoals,  or in deeper $raters of f  Fire Is land
(out of  about 550 for Suffolk County as a $rho1e).  The
earl iest  known shipwreck dates fron 1657, when the pr ing
Maul i ts was grounded on Fire Is land with .1 60 to 190 Dut; i i
immig ran ts  and  so ld ie rs .  Wrecks  o f f  F i re  I s l and  have
occu r red  pe r iod i ca l l y  s ince  tha t  t ime"  w i th  the  mos t  recen t
one  i n  1947 ,  when  a  s teamer  h ras  l os t  nea r  t he  p resen t  F j - re
I s land  Coas t  Guard  s ta t i on .

O IC  l i f esav ing  s ta t i on  s i t es ,  sh ipwreck
s r tes ,  s i t es  o f  f o rmer  reso r t  ho teLs  ( the  Sur f  Ho te l  bu i l t
i n  t he  eas te rn  un i t  o f  wha t  j - s  now Fober t  Moses  S ta te  pa rk ,
1 8 5 5 ;  t h e  P i r a t e s  H o u s e  i n  C h e r r y  G r o v e ,  l 9 6 9 ;  a n d  t h e  W h i t e
H o u s e  H o t e l  o n  W a t e r  I s l a n d ,  1 8 9 0 ) ,  a n d  t h e  s i t e s  o f  f o r m e r
f i sh -p rocess ing  p lan ts  nea r  t he  l i gh thouse  and  i n  Seav iew
are  o f  h i s to r i ca l  i n te res t  and  va luab l -e  fo r  i n te rp re t i nq  the
c o l o r f u ]  m a r i t r m e  h i s c o r y  o f  F i r e  I s I a n d .  H o w e v e i ,  s i i i l a r
s l t es  occu r  a long  the  en t i re  sou th  sho re  o f  Long  I s land .
None  i s  known  to  be  s t rong ly  assoc ia ted  w i th  even ts  o r
pe rsonages  i rnpo r tan t  t o  na t i ona l  o r  reg iona l  h i s to ry .

4 .  A rchaee log i ca l  S i l gg

An  a rchaeo log i ca l ,  su rvey  o f  F i re  I s l and
e / a s  m a d e  i n  1 9 7 4  ( V e t t e r  a n d  S a l w e n ) ;  n o  s i g n i f i c a n t  s i t e s
were  found .  The  apparen t  absence  o f  a rchaeo loq i ca  I  rema ins
i s  a lmos t  ce r ta in l y  due  to  l andward  and  wes twa id  m ig ra t i on
o t  i : he  i s l and ,  pe r iod i c  f o rma t ion  o f  i n le t s ,  and  o the r  f o rms
o f  na tu ra l  d i s tu rbance  i n  bo th  recen t  yea rs  and  h i s to r i c
t i m e s .  H o w e v e r ,  s e v e r a l  z o n e s  o n  t h e  i s l a n d  m a y  c o n t a i n
c u l i r u r a l  a r t i f a c t s - - n o t a b 1 y .  t h e  F i r e  I s l a n d  L i g h t h o u s e
t rac t ,  bu r ied  so j - l  ho r i zons  i n  i n te rduna l  and  secondary  dune
areas ,  f o rmer  an le t  f oca t i ons ,  and  bu r ied  sed imen ts  i n  sa l t
marshes .  The  su rvey  repo r t  recommends  tha t  t he  l i gh thouse
t rac t  undergo  add r t  i ona l  subsu r face  tes t i ng  p r i o r  t o
d e v e l c p m e n t  a n d  t h a t  a  p r o f e s s i o n a l  a r c h a e o l o g i s t  b e  p r e s e n t
t o  m o n i t o r  C i s t u r b a n c e  i n  t h e  o t h e r  a r e a s .

The  wa te rs  o f f  Long  I s land  rank  second  on l y
t o  t h o s e  o f f  C a p e  H a t t e r a s  a S  a  g r a v e y a r d  o f  s h i p s  o n  t h e
A t lan t i c  coas t  o f  eas te rn  Nor th  Amer i ca .  Underwa te r
a rchaeoJ -og icaL  su rveys  a lmos t  ce r ta in l y  wou ld  revea l  many
m a r i t  i m e  a r t i  f a c t s .

A n  . n r . - h : a ^ l  n n i  a > 1 su rvey ,  l nc lud ing
o f  t he  F loyd  Es ta t€ ,  i s  i n  p rog ress  to

h i s t o r i c  a n d  p r e h i s t o r i c  s i t e s  m a y  b e  f o u n d
t h e i r  s i g n i f i c a n c e .  I t  i s  s c h e d u l e d  f o r
1 ,  1 9 1 1 .

i n i r a c i - i d : + i ^ . c

ident  i f  y  , , . rhe re
a n d  t o  e v a L u a t e
c o m p l e t i o n  J u n e
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